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Introduction

Remote learning is where the student and the teacher are not physically present in a traditional classroom environment.

In the event of an extended period of school closure, staff at Brownlow Integrated College will continue to provide education and support to our pupils using remote learning. 

In this case, learning will be conducted using Google Classroom. Pupils will be allocated a code to access their Google Classroom for each subject. This code should not be shared with any other person or any other platform. Teachers may also choose to deliver lessons via Collaborate Ultra, Microsoft Teams or Google Meet. This will allow staff to keep in daily contact, in a professional and confidential manner with parents/pupils in their class.

Teachers will aim to schedule learning in a manner that does not overwhelm or concern our pupils. We will review the delivery of remote learning periodically taking account of feedback from teachers, pupils and parents.
In all communications we will adhere to our commitment to maintaining pupil well-being.

We realise that the circumstances that cause our school to close to most pupils will affect families in a number of ways. In our planning and expectations, we are aware of the need for flexibility from all sides: 

· Parents may be trying to work from home and so access to technology as a family may be limited

· Teachers may be trying to manage their own home situation and the learning of their own children

· Systems may not always function as they should

An understanding of, and willingness to adapt to, these difficulties on all sides is essential for success.

Expectations

Article 28 of the UN Convention for the Rights of the Child states that ‘Every child has the right to an education’. In the case of long term closure, we believe that it is in the best interests of our pupils that we continue to provide structured support to the best of our ability. 

During a period of school closure and remote learning it is essential that pupils complete the work set.  Pupils attendance at classes will be recorded and completion of work will be monitored.  Pupils who do not attend classes or complete work will be recorded as absent unless school has been notified as to the reason.

Bearing in mind the need for flexibility, we understand that pupils may not be able to complete work set during the normal school day and may complete and submit the work outside of school hours. 

Teachers will not be available to parents or pupils outside of the hours 8:45 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. 

Remote Learning Start Date

The first day of any extended closure will be used by teachers to prepare for the coming period and there will be no remote learning scheduled. The programme of remote learning will start from the second day of the period of extended closure. Parents and pupils will be notified in advance if there is any change to the remote learning start date.

Teaching Staff should:

· Check in with their form class every morning to address any concerns.

· Share teaching and activities with their timetabled classes through Google Classroom. Live teaching may be delivered through Microsoft Teams, Collaborate Ultra or Google Meet

· Upload all teaching resources / activities needed for the lesson to Google Classroom in advance of the lesson.

· Give credence to the fact that learning remotely will be more difficult and therefore reduce the content of planned teaching to focus on the key knowledge and skills required by pupils.

· Keep in contact with pupils using Google Classroom.

· Reply to messages, set work and give feedback on activities during normal teaching hours: 9 a.m. to 3.15 p.m.

· Take regular breaks away from the computer or iPad to engage in other professional duties as much as circumstances allow.

· Mark and return work in line with the school’s marking policy.

If a member of staff is ill, pupils will be notified of alternative arrangements for the delivery of remote learning.  The teacher will not be responding to messages on Google Classroom or email.

Pupils should:

· Inform their form teacher if they do not have a suitable device to complete school work.

· Follow the schools ICT acceptable user policy and guidance for online learning.

· Be assured that their well-being is at the forefront of our thoughts and that they should take regular breaks, get fresh air, exercise and maintain a reasonable balance between online engagement and offline activities.

· Will engage online at normal school hours (8.55 a.m. to 3.15 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. on Wednesday).
· Access and engage in learning set by subject teachers to the very best of ability.

· Not screenshot or copy information, messages, videos or posts to share on social media or any other platform outside of Google Classroom.

· Contact their teachers as normal, in a respectful manner, through Google Classroom / school email if they require support - Teachers will reply and give relevant feedback in due course; within the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 3.15 p.m.

Parents should:

· Make an application for a place in school if they are a key worker or their child meets the criteria of being vulnerable. Children availing of a place in school must bring in their own device, charger and earphones.
· Support their child’s learning to the best of their ability.

· Encourage their child to access and engage in learning set by the class teacher.

· Not screenshot or copy information, messages, videos or posts to share on social media or any other platform outside of Google Classroom.

· Know that they can contact the teacher as normal, in a respectful manner, through Google Classroom / school email if they require support - Teachers will reply and give relevant feedback in due course; within the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 3.15 p.m.

· Check that their child is completing the work set each day.

· Inform the form teacher / school office in advance if their child is unwell and unable to take part in remote learning.

· Be mindful of mental well-being of both themselves and their child and encourage their child to take regular breaks, get fresh air and relax. 
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